
In Yerushalayim there was a printing press 
for sefarim. Every day a truck came to deliver 
stacks and rolls of paper. Dovid was one of 
the workers who had to shlep the paper to 

the warehouse, but this time it was difficult as 
his co-workers who usually helped were all 

tending to other errands that day. 

Rav Moshe Shmuel Shapiro happened to be in the 
area then. Not knowing that this man was a great 

Rav, Dovid approached him.

The two started carrying the 
stacks of paper into the warehouse 
when suddenly Dovid noticed that 

across the street stood Rav Shmuel 
Wosner, surrounded by talmidim who 

were asking him for brachos.

Dovid ran across the street, but by the 
time he got there, Rav Wosner had already 

entered the building. It was too late.

Rav Shapiro gave Dovid a brachah, and 
then they proceeded to empty the truck.

Was he surprised when he reached the center of the commotion 
to find out that the Rav standing there was the same  person who 

had gladly helped him shlep the stacks of paper that morning!

That night Dovid attended 
a friend’s Chasunah.

Would you mind helping 
me carry these rolls of 
paper from the truck? My 
co-workers aren’t here 

today.

I see there’s 
no one else who 
can do it besides 

me...

Oy! It’s hot 
today! Maybe there’s 

someone who could help 
me...

What’s the 
matter? I really needed to get a 

brachah... My sister needs a 
shidduch...

Oh, there’s a group 
of Bachurim at the 

entrance of the hall! 
There must be a big Rav 

there. I already missed a  
brachah from Rav Wosner 
today. I’ll go and seize 
the opportunity now!

Reb Yid, 
remember me? 
I already gave 
you a brachah!

Could you hold this 
for a minute? I must run to get a 

brachah from Rav Wosner before he 
enters that building!

…OK.

Well, I’ll give 
you a brachah.

All right 
then...

Ok...
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״ל צַׁ ירָא זַׁ פִּ מוּאֵל שַׁ ה שְׁ יֵה was born in Minsk, Belarus, to ר׳ מֹשֶׁ רְׁ יָן) ר׳ אַׁ דָא of Bialystok) and his wife דַׁ ינָא גוֹלְׁ  .מִּ
He went to learn under ״ל צַׁ ן זַׁ מַׁ רְׁ סֶׁ חָנָן וַׁ לְׁ יבָה in his ר׳ אֶׁ שִּ מוּאֵל ,in Baranovich in 1933. In 1936 יְׁ ה שְׁ  moved ר׳ מֹשֶׁ
to Mir, where he became a הָק יד מֻבְׁ מִּ לְׁ ״ל of R' Baruch Ber Leibowitz תַׁ צַׁ רָאֵל In 1938, he fled to .זַׁ שְׁ ץ יִּ רֶׁ  .אֶׁ
There he learned in זָ׳ה ת לוֹמְׁ יבַׁ שִּ ״ל in Petach Tikva under יְׁ צַׁ ץ זַׁ אוּבֵן כַׁ ים and he heard ר׳ רְׁ עוּרִּ עָזָר  from שִּ לְׁ ר׳ אֶׁ
״ל צַׁ ךְ זַׁ ן שַׁ חֵם מַׁ נַׁ מוּאֵל .מְׁ ה שְׁ יפוֹרָה married ר׳ מֹשֶׁ יָה פֵייגָא צִּ יש Weinstein in 1946, and learned in חַׁ זוֹן אִּ  for a כוֹלֵל חַׁ
year. He was then appointed עוּר יד שִּ גִּ ת קוֹל תוֹרָה in מַׁ יבַׁ שִּ מוּאֵל .where he served for three years יְׁ ה שְׁ  ר׳ מֹשֶׁ
received יכָה מִּ ר from סְׁ צֶׁ לְׁ ן מֶׁ מַׁ לְׁ ר זַׁ יסֶׁ יש In 1949, the .ר׳ אִּ יבָה asked him to open a חֲזוֹן אִּ שִּ עֲקֹב in יְׁ אֵר יַׁ  He .בְׁ
asked of his ים ידִּ מִּ לְׁ יוּן to not only learn תַׁ עִּ ״ס but also to complete ,בְׁ יוּן with light שַׁ  In 1963, he .עִּ
published ים בֵאוּרִּ רֵס הַׁ טְׁ מוּאֵל .adding eleven volumes over the years ,קוּנְׁ ה שְׁ  was a warm, brilliant  ר׳ מֹשֶׁ
יץ תוֹרָה בִּ רְׁ ים who attracted many ,מַׁ ידִּ מִּ לְׁ ם and עֲבוֹדָה ,תוֹרָה with his unusual blend of תַׁ יִּ אַת שָמַׁ רְׁ  He was a .יִּ

leading member of the יבוֹת שִּ יְׁ ד הַׁ עַׁ תוֹרָה and וַׁ דוֹלֵי הַׁ ת גְׁ צֶׁ רָאֵל of מוֹעֶׁ שְׁ ת יִּ  .אֲגֻדַׁ
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 לע״נ ר׳ ישראל בן אברהם ז"ל 
לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י

ירָא זַצַ״ל ים אֶלְעָזָר שַפִּ  ,of Munkács was born in Stryzow ר׳ חַיִּ
Poland, to ירְש י הִּ -great ;בַעַל דַרְכֵי תְשוּבָה עַל יוֹרֶה דֵעָה) ר׳ צְבִּ
grandson of the שָשכָר ימֶלֶךְ ,בְנֵי יִּ י אֶלִּ  אֶסְתֵר and (ר׳ צְבִּ

(Horowitz). He learned under his father and became the  ָבר  of Munkács in 
1914. From his youth, he completed the י י and שַ״ס בַבְלִּ  every two יְרוּשַלְמִּ
years. He was a prolific writer. In addition to his 6-volume magnum opus, 
נְחַת אֶלְעָזָר ים he wrote ,מִּ מוּקֵי אוֹרַח חַיִּ ים וְשָלוֹם ,נִּ ים among other אוֹת חַיִּ  .סְפָרִּ
He opened יבָה דַרְכֵי תְשוּבָה  .which attracted hundreds of students ,יְשִּ
Famous as a ‘Wonder Rabbi,’ he was visited by many world leaders, such as 
the Czechoslovakian President and Queen Wilhelmina of Holland, who 
sought the  ָבר ’s advice and  ָתוֹכבְר . 

 ב' סיון
5632 – 5697 
1871 – 1937 

R' Chaim Elazar Shapira זַצַ״ל, the 
Munkácser Rebbe (the מִנְחַת אֶלְעָזָר), 
placed great emphasis on learning 
and תְפִלָה. He encouraged his חֲסִידִים 
to rise early and learn גְמָרָא before 
davening. He would say in the name 
of the בְנֵי יִשָשכָר that through the 
learning of גְמָרָא, our תְפִלוֹת go up to 
בְרִיאֵלג ַּ named מַלְאֲכֵי ד׳ with the שָמַיִם , 

יכָאֵלמ ַּ , ַּ פָאֵלר   and ּרִיאֵלאו . The first letters of 
their names spell out the word ַּמַָּרַָּא  .ג 
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כוּ  לֵּ תַי תֵּ חֻקֺּ רָא כ״ו:ג(… אִם בְּ )וַיִקְּ  
 If you will follow My decrees … 
כוּ that the words חֲזַ״ל quotes a well-know רַשִ״י  לֵּ חֻקֺּתַי תֵּ  ,אִם בְּ
If you will follow My decrees, refer to following the path of working 
hard and laboring in understanding תוֹרָה. R' Gedaliah Schorr זַצַ״ל 
explains these words of חֲזַ״ל in the following manner, teaching us an 
important message. 
 The distinction between a man and an angel is found in the 
fact that the ְאָך ד angel, is an ,מַלְּ  one who stands still, while man is ,עוֹמֵּ
a ְך הַלֵּ  ,הֲלִיכָה one who moves/walks. R' Schorr explains that it is the ,מְּ
walking, that makes a person higher than an angel through לוּת  ,עַמֵּ
exerting himself, in תוֹרָה study. The תוֹרָה is revealing to us that a man 
“moves” up in spiritual status only through לוּת  .תוֹרָה by toiling in ,עַמֵּ
He goes higher and higher, חַיִל אֶל חָיִל  from strength to strength, by ,מֵּ
toiling in תוֹרָה. 
 R' Schorr quotes the Rogatchover Gaon זַצַ״ל who adds that 
this הֲלִיכָה, form of movement, is actually the יָן ה הַקִנְּ  act of ,מַעֲשֵּ
acquisition, through which a person acquires his portion in תוֹרָה. He 
cites the בַ״ם נָה in his רַמְּ רוּש הַמִשְּ  concerning a הֲלָכָה who discusses a ,פֵּ
field belonging to two partners. In such a case, the בַ״ם  rules that רַמְּ
walking around a field is considered a יָן  Normally, in order to take .קִנְּ
ownership of land, one must make a חֲזָקָה, a distinct act of ownership, 
such as repairing or building on the property. However, when it comes 
to a field that is owned by two partners, it is sufficient to walk around 
it, since one is only marking off his portion of the field. 

 The same concept applies to תוֹרָה, which was given to all of 
ל רָאֵּ לַל יִשְּ ל Every member of .כְּ רָאֵּ לַל יִשְּ  The .תוֹרָה is a partner in the כְּ
לוּת  ,walking ,הֲלִיכָה study is the תוֹרָה of a person exerting himself in עַמֵּ
which acquires for him his portion in the תוֹרָה. Our successful mission 
in life requires working hard and not giving up.  
 R' Zeidel Epstein זַצַ״ל explains the words כִי שֶבַע יִפוֹל צַדִיק וָקָם 
— For though the righteous one may fall seven times, he will arise (
י כד:טז לֵּ  falls many times, the difference צַדִיק Even though a .(מִשְּ
between him and a wicked person is that the צַדִיק does not give up – 
he picks himself up and tries again.  
 With this point R' Epstein explains a seemingly puzzling רָש  מִדְּ
אשִית רַבָה ג:ז) רֵּ  created other ד׳ ,Before the creation of our world .(בְּ
worlds and destroyed them. When He created this world He said, "This 
[world] brings Me pleasure; the others did not bring Me pleasure [and 
that is why He destroyed them]." When ד׳ created those other worlds, 
He knew beforehand that He would not be pleased with them, so why 
did He create them? 
 R' Epstein answers that ד׳ acted out the "motions" of 
creating and destroying in order to teach us an important foundation 
of our world: Do not give up! No matter how many times we fall, we 
must try again, even many times, until we finally succeed. ד׳ is telling 
us, יָכֺּל  ”.Look at Me; even I ‘failed’ many times until I succeeded“ ,כִבְּ
כַר לִים שְּ קַבְּ לִים וּמְּ  is [even] for our [failed] [תוֹרָה in] Reward — אָנוּ עַמֵּ
intense effort! 

Adapted from: Peninim on the Torah (9) (with kind permission from Rabbi A.L. Scheinbaum) 
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Questions    week רש"י
חלק ב׳  פרק ה׳  -סֵפֶר אַהֲבַת חֶסֶד   

*Based on the מָרָא רָא ט:) גְּ תְּ ים the (בָבָא בַּ יִּ  offers his endorsement חָפֵץ חַּ
to the beautiful רָכָה  to merit having children for those who perform בְּ
acts of חֶסֶד on a consistent basis. He then adds:  ים בֵה אֲנָשִּ רְּ כֵן עָשׂוּ הַּ וְּ
יחוּ בָזֶה לִּ צְּ הִּ נֵנוּ, וְּ מַּ זְּ גֻלָה) and this — בִּ  has been tried by many people in (סְּ
our time and they were successful (in the merit of their חֶסֶד in having 
children). He continues that one should not be disturbed if this רָכָה  בְּ
does not occur immediately, for similar to our לוֹת פִּ  some are ,תְּ
answered immediately and some after a period of time. 
*This is intended only as a synopsis. Review of the ת חֶסֶד   .is far more extensive and appropriate סֵפֶר אַהֲבַּ
The ים יִּ רָכָה even after an extended period the ח״ו ends this piece by saying that if חָפֵץ חַּ  בְּ
does not happen, one should realize that one’s good deeds are never lost and are 
referred to as דוֹתָיו ים ,his  children ,תוֹלְּ ים טוֹבִּ עֲשִּׂ מַּ ים הוּא הַּ יקִּ דִּ דוֹתֵיהֶן שֶל צַּ  the — שֶתוֹלְּ
children of  righteous people are their good deeds. 

1. Why is יַעֲקֹב written with an extra ‘5 ’ו times in ְתַנַ״ך and ּאֵלִיָ־הו is 
written missing the ‘5 ’ו times in ְתַנַ״ך? 

2. Why does the evaluation of a man 60 years and older diminish 
more than that of a woman 60 and up? 

ְׁכּוֹן as a אֵלִיָ־הוּ from ו took the letter יַעֲקֹב .1  אֵלִיָ־הוּ to insure that (as security) מַש
would come to redeem יַעֲקֹב’s children (…ִּי אֶת  .(26:42 — ד״ה וְזָכַרְת

2. The expression [ְׁבֵיתָא ְׁבֵיתָא סִימָא ב ְׁתָא ב ְׁבֵיתָא סָב ְׁבֵיתָא פָחָא ב  implies חֲזַ״ל of [סָבָא ב
that an older man is more burdensome than an older woman and therefore loses 
more of his value (…ִּבֶן ִּם מ  .(27:7 — ד״ה וְא
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An Ahavas Chesed Moment

*Since we only discuss 1-3 הֲלָכוֹת, it is important to consider these הֲלָכוֹת in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

לע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל

 If you will follow My decrees …             ּכו לֵּ תַי תֵּ חֻקֺּ … אִם בְּ
רָא כ״ו:ג(  that the guarantee חֲזַ״ל quotes the words of רַשִ״י )וַיִקְּ
of the rewards that follow in the next few סוּקִים  are for the people פְּ
who are לִים  comes too תוֹרָה study. If the תוֹרָה work hard, in their ,עַמֵּ
easily, the final reward is not the same. 
 teach us that learning without hard work is similar to חֲזַ״ל 
planting without reaping. The learning does not reap the true 
rewards that follow when the תוֹרָה does not come with hardship. 
That explains why the רָכָה  we make every morning before we begin בְּ
learning stresses י תוֹרָה רֵּ דִבְּ  to work [engross] ourselves in the ,לַעֲסוֹק בְּ
words of תוֹרָה. 

 ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
 It was very difficult for Levi. Growing up in a home with 
such great expectations was almost too much to handle. His father 
was a prominent שִיבָה ֺּאש יְּ  his mother a noted educator. But Levi ,ר
was just a simple young man. He did not possess unusual intelligence 
and wasn’t particularly talented in any specific area. He was just a 
regular guy. 
 The tension of trying to grow into someone that he was 
expected to be, but did not seem to have the talent to become, was 
quite overwhelming for him. The peer pressure in שִיבָה -made the l6 יְּ
year-old boy feel as if he were suffocating. And he felt as if he had no 
one to turn to. His mind kept telling him to go see a great רָב, to get 
some guidance. He had heard that the great R' Shach זַצַ״ל was a kind 
and gentle man, aside from being one of the world’s great תוֹרָה 
authorities. So on one unusually gloomy day, Levi picked himself up 
and traveled to see the גָדוֹל הַדוֹר. 
 Sitting in the waiting room outside R' Shach’s study, Levi 
watched as many people filed in one by one. In fact, many of them 
had come after he did, and he couldn’t blame anyone for going ahead 
of him. After all, he thought to himself, what am I worth anyway? He 
had not even asked to see the שִיבָה ֺּאש יְּ  how could he have ;ר
expected to be seen? Well, in any case, now there was no one else 
waiting, so Levi stood up and walked into the שִיבָה ֺּאש יְּ  .s room’ר

 Sitting there in front of him was the frail, elderly רֶבִי. 
Although his eyesight was extremely poor, he noticed immediately 
that the young man had been crying. “Tell me what’s wrong.” 
 It did not take long for Levi to open up completely. He 
spoke about his lack of worth and his low self-esteem, how he was 
never able to please anyone or to make anyone happy. He went on 
and on as R' Shach watched and listened, nodding and shaking his 
head. Levi had never poured out his heart like this to anyone. Now he 
needed to hear something — anything — from this צַדִיק to let him 
know that there was reason for him to have hope that things would 
get better. He had to hear that all the anxiety and hassle would 
ultimately end and lead to some sort of pleasantness. After he 
finished his outburst, he waited for a response, for some magical 
words. But no words came. 
 Instead, he watched as R' Shach sat quietly, tears filling his 
eyes. Levi still waited, hoping to hear some sort of soothing message. 
Two of the longest minutes in Levi’s life seemed to crawl by, and then 
he noticed that as the שִיבָה ֺּאש יְּ  ,was stirring some honey into his tea ר
a smile began to form on his lips as if a thought had just entered his 
mind. 
 Finally, R' Shach began to speak as he continued to stir his 
tea. “Did you ever notice that a bee is one of the most irritating, 
bothersome creatures? It buzzes around you and refuses to go away, 
sometimes even biting and hurting you. Yet, one who endures the 
sting of the bee will be rewarded with the sweetest and most 
satisfying taste there is. And I think that the reason ה׳ made it that 
way was to teach us a lesson — sometimes, when things are difficult 
and worrisome, there will be honey to taste when it is all over.” 
 Levi saw that the honey on the שִיבָה ֺּאש יְּ  s spoon was now’ר
nearly dissolved. The message was clear. He suppressed the welled-
up tears and replaced them with a small smile. He knew it might be 
difficult. It would hurt. At times it might be utterly painful. But he had 
hope that in the end the sweet taste of honey was awaiting him. 

Adapted from: One Shining Moment (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 
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A Glass of Tea and a Bumblebee

Living   Timeless Torahwith 
the

• One who remained awake learning all night should ask 
someone who slept during the night to be מוֹצִיא him with 
the רָכוֹת כוֹת הַתּוֹרָה of בְּ כַת צִיצִת ,בִרְּ שָמָה ,בִרְּ  and ,אֱלֹקַי נְּ

נָה  .הַמַעֲבִיר שֵׁ
• If one slept in bed for at least ½ hour during the daytime 

on עֶרֶב שָבֻעוֹת, then one may recite כוֹת הַתּוֹרָה  .himself בִרְּ

FocusonMiddos

ערב שבת
Learning
Contest

Sage Sayings

The Munkácser Rebbe זַצַ"ל would explain to his חֲסִידִים the 
importance of making a סִיּוּם. The יֵצֶר הָרַע loses much of its  ַכֹּח 
when a person accomplishes in his תּוֹרָה learning. In a sharp 
but lighthearted way, he would say, “ דעֶר יֵצֶר הָרַע אִיז בּאַקאַנט

ל אִיז רָאשֵי תֵּבוֹת -ל. סַמָאֵ -מִיט אַ סאַךְ נאָמעֶן. אײֵנעֶר פוּן זײֵ אִיז סַמָאֵ 
עֲשׂוֹת!לִ ין א ִסֶכֶת מִ יּוּם ס ִ  — The יֵצֶר הָרַע is known by many names. 

One of them is  ֵל-סַמָא . The letters of  ֵל-סַמָא  are an acronym for 
the Hebrew phrase, [Just] don’t finish any מַסֶכֶת!” 

Adapted from: Hamaayan — R’ Shlomo Katz  

Dear לְמִיד  ,תַּ
 The Munkácser Rebbe, R’ 
Chaim Elazar Shapira ״ל צַּ  left an ,זַּ
everlasting impression on the city 
of Munkács. He opened schools 
and established a vast network of 
charitable institutions to ease the 
burden of the עֲנִיִים in the city and 
the surrounding districts. In his 
time, the city of Munkács grew 
from just a few thousand to over 
11,000 Jews. The Jews 
represented about half of the 
city’s population.  
 One of the most 
memorable events in the city of 
Munkács was the wedding of 
Rabbi Chaim Elazar’s only 
daughter Frima on דָר תרצ״ג  ט״ו אַּ
(March 15, 1933). Over 20,000 
guests attended, coming from 
Europe and even the U.S., 
Hungary, Poland, and 
Czechoslovakia agreed to open 
their borders and no visa was 
necessary for people who wished 
to attend the wedding. Special 
arches were erected throughout 
the city in celebration of the 
joyous occasion.  
 An American filming 
company was sent to Munkács to 
document this historic event. The 
Rebbe heard about the crew 
from America and immediately 

had the חֲסִידִים bring over the 
crew members. He made a 
historic deal. He would be willing 
to allow the camera crew to 
record him on film on the 
condition that they promised to 
show his entire brief speech. He 
spoke directly into the camera 
and with fire in his eyes and his 
voice cracking, he waved his 
finger at the camera and pleaded 
with the Jews in America to keep 
‘sweet’ בָת   .שַּ
  My לְמִיד  imagine the ,תַּ
noise and commotion of a city 
closed for this grand wedding. 
The Rebbe is marrying off his only 
child, born after many years. Led 
by his entourage towards the 
 .the Rebbe suddenly stops ,חוּפָה
Over 20,000 guests, dignitaries 
and police all anxiously watch the 
Rebbe’s every action. The תוּנָה  חַּ
has come to a standstill. What is 
on the Rebbe’s mind? בָת  שַּ
observance in America! The 
Rebbe’s greatest concern, at his 
moment of supreme joy, was for 
immigrant Jews lost in a foreign 
land. What should be our worry 
at the time of our שִמְחָה? To be 
concerned about other Jews! 

     יְהִי זִכְרוֹ בָרוּךְ!
 רֶבִי  Your                         ,בְיְדִידוּת

A letter from a Rebbi (based on interviews) 
of 

the

Understanding
Davening

The latest Pirchei Newsletter contest 
is designed to make your ת בָּ  עֶרֶב שַׁ
fulfilling and memorable. During the 
weeks leading up to ה תּוֹרָּ ת הַׁ לַׁ בָּ  and קַׁ
beyond, learn at least 45 minutes 
before ה ת every מִנְחָּ בָּ  in your ,עֶרֶב שַׁ
home, ה ש or local יְשִיבָּ ית מִדְרָּ  Learn .בֵּ
for an hour or more and get an 
additional raffle entry. There is no 
particular לִמּוּד to learn — you can 
even review רְגּוּם ד תַּׁ א וְאֶחָּ יִם מִקְרָּ  If .שְנַׁ
you arrange for a group to learn [on 
the phone], and have a שִעוּר to learn 
about ת בָּ ת or הִלְכוֹת שַׁ בָּ ת שַׁ  you ,קִדּוּשַׁ
will receive an extra raffle entry. The 
contest is open for all ages up to 12th 
grade. To join the program, please 
send your weekly email to: 
shnayimmikrahcontest@gmail.com 
by Monday 2:00 pm. Please include 
your name, grade, ה  ,city, state ,יְשִיבָּ
and contact # and your name will be 
entered into a drawing for a beautiful 
set of שִים אוֹת גְּדוֹלוֹת חוּמָּ  !מִקְרָּ

תֵנוּ בֻעוֹת הַזֶה זְמַן מַתַן תוֹרָּׁ …יוֹם חַג הַשָּׁ   
This day of the בֻעוֹת  festival, the time שָּׁ

of the giving of our ה  … תּוֹרָּׁ
Why is the יוֹם טוֹב of בֻעוֹת  referred to שָּׁ
as ּתֵנו  the time of the giving ,זְמַן מַתַּן תּוֹרָּׁ
of our ה  It would seem more ?תּוֹרָּׁ
appropriate to call it ּתֵנו לַת תּוֹרָּׁ  — זְמַן קַבָּׁ
the time of the receiving of our ה  .תּוֹרָּׁ
The word מַתַּן means giving or gift. The 
ה  that we learn every day is a gift תּוֹרָּׁ
that is continually giving. It is the 
ultimate gift that enhances every aspect 
of our daily lives. For example, part of 
the gift of ה ה is that the תּוֹרָּׁ  we learn תּוֹרָּׁ
daily creates a shield that constantly 
protects us from lurking dangers. It is 
interesting to note that the יָּׁה ימַטְרִּ  of גִּ
תֵנוּ  is 1,649, which is the זְמַן מַתַּן תּוֹרָּׁ
same as נוּת פְנֵי הַפּוּרְעָּׁ יס בִּ  like a — כְתְּרִּ
protection from misfortune (אָבוֹת ד:כא). 



Questions    week רש"י
חלק ב׳  פרק ה׳  -סֵפֶר אַהֲבַת חֶסֶד   

*Based on the מָרָא רָא ט:) גְּ תְּ ים the (בָבָא בַּ יִּ  offers his endorsement חָפֵץ חַּ
to the beautiful רָכָה  to merit having children for those who perform בְּ
acts of חֶסֶד on a consistent basis. He then adds:  ים בֵה אֲנָשִּ רְּ כֵן עָשׂוּ הַּ וְּ
יחוּ בָזֶה לִּ צְּ הִּ נֵנוּ, וְּ מַּ זְּ גֻלָה) and this — בִּ  has been tried by many people in (סְּ
our time and they were successful (in the merit of their חֶסֶד in having 
children). He continues that one should not be disturbed if this רָכָה  בְּ
does not occur immediately, for similar to our לוֹת פִּ  some are ,תְּ
answered immediately and some after a period of time. 
*This is intended only as a synopsis. Review of the ת חֶסֶד   .is far more extensive and appropriate סֵפֶר אַהֲבַּ
The ים יִּ רָכָה even after an extended period the ח״ו ends this piece by saying that if חָפֵץ חַּ  בְּ
does not happen, one should realize that one’s good deeds are never lost and are 
referred to as דוֹתָיו ים ,his  children ,תוֹלְּ ים טוֹבִּ עֲשִּׂ מַּ ים הוּא הַּ יקִּ דִּ דוֹתֵיהֶן שֶל צַּ  the — שֶתוֹלְּ
children of  righteous people are their good deeds. 

1. Why is יַעֲקֹב written with an extra ‘5 ’ו times in ְתַנַ״ך and ּאֵלִיָ־הו is 
written missing the ‘5 ’ו times in ְתַנַ״ך? 

2. Why does the evaluation of a man 60 years and older diminish 
more than that of a woman 60 and up? 

ְׁכּוֹן as a אֵלִיָ־הוּ from ו took the letter יַעֲקֹב .1  אֵלִיָ־הוּ to insure that (as security) מַש
would come to redeem יַעֲקֹב’s children (…ִּי אֶת  .(26:42 — ד״ה וְזָכַרְת

2. The expression [ְׁבֵיתָא ְׁבֵיתָא סִימָא ב ְׁתָא ב ְׁבֵיתָא סָב ְׁבֵיתָא פָחָא ב  implies חֲזַ״ל of [סָבָא ב
that an older man is more burdensome than an older woman and therefore loses 
more of his value (…ִּבֶן ִּם מ  .(27:7 — ד״ה וְא
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An Ahavas Chesed Moment

*Since we only discuss 1-3 הֲלָכוֹת, it is important to consider these הֲלָכוֹת in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

לע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל

 If you will follow My decrees …             ּכו לֵּ תַי תֵּ חֻקֺּ … אִם בְּ
רָא כ״ו:ג(  that the guarantee חֲזַ״ל quotes the words of רַשִ״י )וַיִקְּ
of the rewards that follow in the next few סוּקִים  are for the people פְּ
who are לִים  comes too תוֹרָה study. If the תוֹרָה work hard, in their ,עַמֵּ
easily, the final reward is not the same. 
 teach us that learning without hard work is similar to חֲזַ״ל 
planting without reaping. The learning does not reap the true 
rewards that follow when the תוֹרָה does not come with hardship. 
That explains why the רָכָה  we make every morning before we begin בְּ
learning stresses י תוֹרָה רֵּ דִבְּ  to work [engross] ourselves in the ,לַעֲסוֹק בְּ
words of תוֹרָה. 

 ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
 It was very difficult for Levi. Growing up in a home with 
such great expectations was almost too much to handle. His father 
was a prominent שִיבָה ֺּאש יְּ  his mother a noted educator. But Levi ,ר
was just a simple young man. He did not possess unusual intelligence 
and wasn’t particularly talented in any specific area. He was just a 
regular guy. 
 The tension of trying to grow into someone that he was 
expected to be, but did not seem to have the talent to become, was 
quite overwhelming for him. The peer pressure in שִיבָה -made the l6 יְּ
year-old boy feel as if he were suffocating. And he felt as if he had no 
one to turn to. His mind kept telling him to go see a great רָב, to get 
some guidance. He had heard that the great R' Shach זַצַ״ל was a kind 
and gentle man, aside from being one of the world’s great תוֹרָה 
authorities. So on one unusually gloomy day, Levi picked himself up 
and traveled to see the גָדוֹל הַדוֹר. 
 Sitting in the waiting room outside R' Shach’s study, Levi 
watched as many people filed in one by one. In fact, many of them 
had come after he did, and he couldn’t blame anyone for going ahead 
of him. After all, he thought to himself, what am I worth anyway? He 
had not even asked to see the שִיבָה ֺּאש יְּ  how could he have ;ר
expected to be seen? Well, in any case, now there was no one else 
waiting, so Levi stood up and walked into the שִיבָה ֺּאש יְּ  .s room’ר

 Sitting there in front of him was the frail, elderly רֶבִי. 
Although his eyesight was extremely poor, he noticed immediately 
that the young man had been crying. “Tell me what’s wrong.” 
 It did not take long for Levi to open up completely. He 
spoke about his lack of worth and his low self-esteem, how he was 
never able to please anyone or to make anyone happy. He went on 
and on as R' Shach watched and listened, nodding and shaking his 
head. Levi had never poured out his heart like this to anyone. Now he 
needed to hear something — anything — from this צַדִיק to let him 
know that there was reason for him to have hope that things would 
get better. He had to hear that all the anxiety and hassle would 
ultimately end and lead to some sort of pleasantness. After he 
finished his outburst, he waited for a response, for some magical 
words. But no words came. 
 Instead, he watched as R' Shach sat quietly, tears filling his 
eyes. Levi still waited, hoping to hear some sort of soothing message. 
Two of the longest minutes in Levi’s life seemed to crawl by, and then 
he noticed that as the שִיבָה ֺּאש יְּ  ,was stirring some honey into his tea ר
a smile began to form on his lips as if a thought had just entered his 
mind. 
 Finally, R' Shach began to speak as he continued to stir his 
tea. “Did you ever notice that a bee is one of the most irritating, 
bothersome creatures? It buzzes around you and refuses to go away, 
sometimes even biting and hurting you. Yet, one who endures the 
sting of the bee will be rewarded with the sweetest and most 
satisfying taste there is. And I think that the reason ה׳ made it that 
way was to teach us a lesson — sometimes, when things are difficult 
and worrisome, there will be honey to taste when it is all over.” 
 Levi saw that the honey on the שִיבָה ֺּאש יְּ  s spoon was now’ר
nearly dissolved. The message was clear. He suppressed the welled-
up tears and replaced them with a small smile. He knew it might be 
difficult. It would hurt. At times it might be utterly painful. But he had 
hope that in the end the sweet taste of honey was awaiting him. 

Adapted from: One Shining Moment (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 
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everlasting impression on the city 
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and established a vast network of 
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the surrounding districts. In his 
time, the city of Munkács grew 
from just a few thousand to over 
11,000 Jews. The Jews 
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memorable events in the city of 
Munkács was the wedding of 
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necessary for people who wished 
to attend the wedding. Special 
arches were erected throughout 
the city in celebration of the 
joyous occasion.  
 An American filming 
company was sent to Munkács to 
document this historic event. The 
Rebbe heard about the crew 
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had the חֲסִידִים bring over the 
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to allow the camera crew to 
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with the Jews in America to keep 
‘sweet’ בָת   .שַּ
  My לְמִיד  imagine the ,תַּ
noise and commotion of a city 
closed for this grand wedding. 
The Rebbe is marrying off his only 
child, born after many years. Led 
by his entourage towards the 
 .the Rebbe suddenly stops ,חוּפָה
Over 20,000 guests, dignitaries 
and police all anxiously watch the 
Rebbe’s every action. The תוּנָה  חַּ
has come to a standstill. What is 
on the Rebbe’s mind? בָת  שַּ
observance in America! The 
Rebbe’s greatest concern, at his 
moment of supreme joy, was for 
immigrant Jews lost in a foreign 
land. What should be our worry 
at the time of our שִמְחָה? To be 
concerned about other Jews! 

     יְהִי זִכְרוֹ בָרוּךְ!
 רֶבִי  Your                         ,בְיְדִידוּת

A letter from a Rebbi (based on interviews) 
of 

the

Understanding
Davening

The latest Pirchei Newsletter contest 
is designed to make your ת בָּ  עֶרֶב שַׁ
fulfilling and memorable. During the 
weeks leading up to ה תּוֹרָּ ת הַׁ לַׁ בָּ  and קַׁ
beyond, learn at least 45 minutes 
before ה ת every מִנְחָּ בָּ  in your ,עֶרֶב שַׁ
home, ה ש or local יְשִיבָּ ית מִדְרָּ  Learn .בֵּ
for an hour or more and get an 
additional raffle entry. There is no 
particular לִמּוּד to learn — you can 
even review רְגּוּם ד תַּׁ א וְאֶחָּ יִם מִקְרָּ  If .שְנַׁ
you arrange for a group to learn [on 
the phone], and have a שִעוּר to learn 
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Why is the יוֹם טוֹב of בֻעוֹת  referred to שָּׁ
as ּתֵנו  the time of the giving ,זְמַן מַתַּן תּוֹרָּׁ
of our ה  It would seem more ?תּוֹרָּׁ
appropriate to call it ּתֵנו לַת תּוֹרָּׁ  — זְמַן קַבָּׁ
the time of the receiving of our ה  .תּוֹרָּׁ
The word מַתַּן means giving or gift. The 
ה  that we learn every day is a gift תּוֹרָּׁ
that is continually giving. It is the 
ultimate gift that enhances every aspect 
of our daily lives. For example, part of 
the gift of ה ה is that the תּוֹרָּׁ  we learn תּוֹרָּׁ
daily creates a shield that constantly 
protects us from lurking dangers. It is 
interesting to note that the יָּׁה ימַטְרִּ  of גִּ
תֵנוּ  is 1,649, which is the זְמַן מַתַּן תּוֹרָּׁ
same as נוּת פְנֵי הַפּוּרְעָּׁ יס בִּ  like a — כְתְּרִּ
protection from misfortune (אָבוֹת ד:כא). 



In Yerushalayim there was a printing press 
for sefarim. Every day a truck came to deliver 
stacks and rolls of paper. Dovid was one of 
the workers who had to shlep the paper to 

the warehouse, but this time it was difficult as 
his co-workers who usually helped were all 

tending to other errands that day. 

Rav Moshe Shmuel Shapiro happened to be in the 
area then. Not knowing that this man was a great 

Rav, Dovid approached him.

The two started carrying the 
stacks of paper into the warehouse 
when suddenly Dovid noticed that 

across the street stood Rav Shmuel 
Wosner, surrounded by talmidim who 

were asking him for brachos.

Dovid ran across the street, but by the 
time he got there, Rav Wosner had already 

entered the building. It was too late.

Rav Shapiro gave Dovid a brachah, and 
then they proceeded to empty the truck.

Was he surprised when he reached the center of the commotion 
to find out that the Rav standing there was the same  person who 

had gladly helped him shlep the stacks of paper that morning!

That night Dovid attended 
a friend’s Chasunah.

Would you mind helping 
me carry these rolls of 
paper from the truck? My 
co-workers aren’t here 

today.

I see there’s 
no one else who 
can do it besides 

me...

Oy! It’s hot 
today! Maybe there’s 

someone who could help 
me...

What’s the 
matter? I really needed to get a 

brachah... My sister needs a 
shidduch...

Oh, there’s a group 
of Bachurim at the 

entrance of the hall! 
There must be a big Rav 

there. I already missed a  
brachah from Rav Wosner 
today. I’ll go and seize 
the opportunity now!

Reb Yid, 
remember me? 
I already gave 
you a brachah!

Could you hold this 
for a minute? I must run to get a 

brachah from Rav Wosner before he 
enters that building!

…OK.

Well, I’ll give 
you a brachah.

All right 
then...

Ok...
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״ל צַׁ ירָא זַׁ פִּ מוּאֵל שַׁ ה שְׁ יֵה was born in Minsk, Belarus, to ר׳ מֹשֶׁ רְׁ יָן) ר׳ אַׁ דָא of Bialystok) and his wife דַׁ ינָא גוֹלְׁ  .מִּ
He went to learn under ״ל צַׁ ן זַׁ מַׁ רְׁ סֶׁ חָנָן וַׁ לְׁ יבָה in his ר׳ אֶׁ שִּ מוּאֵל ,in Baranovich in 1933. In 1936 יְׁ ה שְׁ  moved ר׳ מֹשֶׁ
to Mir, where he became a הָק יד מֻבְׁ מִּ לְׁ ״ל of R' Baruch Ber Leibowitz תַׁ צַׁ רָאֵל In 1938, he fled to .זַׁ שְׁ ץ יִּ רֶׁ  .אֶׁ
There he learned in זָ׳ה ת לוֹמְׁ יבַׁ שִּ ״ל in Petach Tikva under יְׁ צַׁ ץ זַׁ אוּבֵן כַׁ ים and he heard ר׳ רְׁ עוּרִּ עָזָר  from שִּ לְׁ ר׳ אֶׁ
״ל צַׁ ךְ זַׁ ן שַׁ חֵם מַׁ נַׁ מוּאֵל .מְׁ ה שְׁ יפוֹרָה married ר׳ מֹשֶׁ יָה פֵייגָא צִּ יש Weinstein in 1946, and learned in חַׁ זוֹן אִּ  for a כוֹלֵל חַׁ
year. He was then appointed עוּר יד שִּ גִּ ת קוֹל תוֹרָה in מַׁ יבַׁ שִּ מוּאֵל .where he served for three years יְׁ ה שְׁ  ר׳ מֹשֶׁ
received יכָה מִּ ר from סְׁ צֶׁ לְׁ ן מֶׁ מַׁ לְׁ ר זַׁ יסֶׁ יש In 1949, the .ר׳ אִּ יבָה asked him to open a חֲזוֹן אִּ שִּ עֲקֹב in יְׁ אֵר יַׁ  He .בְׁ
asked of his ים ידִּ מִּ לְׁ יוּן to not only learn תַׁ עִּ ״ס but also to complete ,בְׁ יוּן with light שַׁ  In 1963, he .עִּ
published ים בֵאוּרִּ רֵס הַׁ טְׁ מוּאֵל .adding eleven volumes over the years ,קוּנְׁ ה שְׁ  was a warm, brilliant  ר׳ מֹשֶׁ
יץ תוֹרָה בִּ רְׁ ים who attracted many ,מַׁ ידִּ מִּ לְׁ ם and עֲבוֹדָה ,תוֹרָה with his unusual blend of תַׁ יִּ אַת שָמַׁ רְׁ  He was a .יִּ

leading member of the יבוֹת שִּ יְׁ ד הַׁ עַׁ תוֹרָה and וַׁ דוֹלֵי הַׁ ת גְׁ צֶׁ רָאֵל of מוֹעֶׁ שְׁ ת יִּ  .אֲגֻדַׁ
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 לע״נ ר׳ ישראל בן אברהם ז"ל 
לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י

ירָא זַצַ״ל ים אֶלְעָזָר שַפִּ  ,of Munkács was born in Stryzow ר׳ חַיִּ
Poland, to ירְש י הִּ -great ;בַעַל דַרְכֵי תְשוּבָה עַל יוֹרֶה דֵעָה) ר׳ צְבִּ
grandson of the שָשכָר ימֶלֶךְ ,בְנֵי יִּ י אֶלִּ  אֶסְתֵר and (ר׳ צְבִּ

(Horowitz). He learned under his father and became the  ָבר  of Munkács in 
1914. From his youth, he completed the י י and שַ״ס בַבְלִּ  every two יְרוּשַלְמִּ
years. He was a prolific writer. In addition to his 6-volume magnum opus, 
נְחַת אֶלְעָזָר ים he wrote ,מִּ מוּקֵי אוֹרַח חַיִּ ים וְשָלוֹם ,נִּ ים among other אוֹת חַיִּ  .סְפָרִּ
He opened יבָה דַרְכֵי תְשוּבָה  .which attracted hundreds of students ,יְשִּ
Famous as a ‘Wonder Rabbi,’ he was visited by many world leaders, such as 
the Czechoslovakian President and Queen Wilhelmina of Holland, who 
sought the  ָבר ’s advice and  ָתוֹכבְר . 

 ב' סיון
5632 – 5697 
1871 – 1937 

R' Chaim Elazar Shapira זַצַ״ל, the 
Munkácser Rebbe (the מִנְחַת אֶלְעָזָר), 
placed great emphasis on learning 
and תְפִלָה. He encouraged his חֲסִידִים 
to rise early and learn גְמָרָא before 
davening. He would say in the name 
of the בְנֵי יִשָשכָר that through the 
learning of גְמָרָא, our תְפִלוֹת go up to 
בְרִיאֵלג ַּ named מַלְאֲכֵי ד׳ with the שָמַיִם , 

יכָאֵלמ ַּ , ַּ פָאֵלר   and ּרִיאֵלאו . The first letters of 
their names spell out the word ַּמַָּרַָּא  .ג 
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כוּ  לֵּ תַי תֵּ חֻקֺּ רָא כ״ו:ג(… אִם בְּ )וַיִקְּ  
 If you will follow My decrees … 
כוּ that the words חֲזַ״ל quotes a well-know רַשִ״י  לֵּ חֻקֺּתַי תֵּ  ,אִם בְּ
If you will follow My decrees, refer to following the path of working 
hard and laboring in understanding תוֹרָה. R' Gedaliah Schorr זַצַ״ל 
explains these words of חֲזַ״ל in the following manner, teaching us an 
important message. 
 The distinction between a man and an angel is found in the 
fact that the ְאָך ד angel, is an ,מַלְּ  one who stands still, while man is ,עוֹמֵּ
a ְך הַלֵּ  ,הֲלִיכָה one who moves/walks. R' Schorr explains that it is the ,מְּ
walking, that makes a person higher than an angel through לוּת  ,עַמֵּ
exerting himself, in תוֹרָה study. The תוֹרָה is revealing to us that a man 
“moves” up in spiritual status only through לוּת  .תוֹרָה by toiling in ,עַמֵּ
He goes higher and higher, חַיִל אֶל חָיִל  from strength to strength, by ,מֵּ
toiling in תוֹרָה. 
 R' Schorr quotes the Rogatchover Gaon זַצַ״ל who adds that 
this הֲלִיכָה, form of movement, is actually the יָן ה הַקִנְּ  act of ,מַעֲשֵּ
acquisition, through which a person acquires his portion in תוֹרָה. He 
cites the בַ״ם נָה in his רַמְּ רוּש הַמִשְּ  concerning a הֲלָכָה who discusses a ,פֵּ
field belonging to two partners. In such a case, the בַ״ם  rules that רַמְּ
walking around a field is considered a יָן  Normally, in order to take .קִנְּ
ownership of land, one must make a חֲזָקָה, a distinct act of ownership, 
such as repairing or building on the property. However, when it comes 
to a field that is owned by two partners, it is sufficient to walk around 
it, since one is only marking off his portion of the field. 

 The same concept applies to תוֹרָה, which was given to all of 
ל רָאֵּ לַל יִשְּ ל Every member of .כְּ רָאֵּ לַל יִשְּ  The .תוֹרָה is a partner in the כְּ
לוּת  ,walking ,הֲלִיכָה study is the תוֹרָה of a person exerting himself in עַמֵּ
which acquires for him his portion in the תוֹרָה. Our successful mission 
in life requires working hard and not giving up.  
 R' Zeidel Epstein זַצַ״ל explains the words כִי שֶבַע יִפוֹל צַדִיק וָקָם 
— For though the righteous one may fall seven times, he will arise (
י כד:טז לֵּ  falls many times, the difference צַדִיק Even though a .(מִשְּ
between him and a wicked person is that the צַדִיק does not give up – 
he picks himself up and tries again.  
 With this point R' Epstein explains a seemingly puzzling רָש  מִדְּ
אשִית רַבָה ג:ז) רֵּ  created other ד׳ ,Before the creation of our world .(בְּ
worlds and destroyed them. When He created this world He said, "This 
[world] brings Me pleasure; the others did not bring Me pleasure [and 
that is why He destroyed them]." When ד׳ created those other worlds, 
He knew beforehand that He would not be pleased with them, so why 
did He create them? 
 R' Epstein answers that ד׳ acted out the "motions" of 
creating and destroying in order to teach us an important foundation 
of our world: Do not give up! No matter how many times we fall, we 
must try again, even many times, until we finally succeed. ד׳ is telling 
us, יָכֺּל  ”.Look at Me; even I ‘failed’ many times until I succeeded“ ,כִבְּ
כַר לִים שְּ קַבְּ לִים וּמְּ  is [even] for our [failed] [תוֹרָה in] Reward — אָנוּ עַמֵּ
intense effort! 

Adapted from: Peninim on the Torah (9) (with kind permission from Rabbi A.L. Scheinbaum) 
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